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John Ericsson Museum at Persåsen, Jämtland 

Ericsson received military training in Jämtland 
 
 

The Centennial Year in Review 
 
By pleasant coincidence, the year 2007 marked 

the Centennial Year of the John Ericsson Society and 
the inauguration of the Monitor Center of the Mari-
ners Museum, Newport News, VA. JESNY partici-
pated and many members attended, The “Ericsson In-
terest Group” expanded during the festivities through 
encounter with many independent researchers, writ-
ers, etc., who remain in touch. During the Centennial 
year the traditions and customs were maintained: 
Monitor Day at the Mariners Museum, March 9, was 
followed by the annual dinner hosted by the Swedish 
Consul General in New York on March 29; John 
Ericsson’s birthday, July 31, was proclaimed John 
Ericsson Day in New York by the Governor and by 
the Mayor of the City of New York. It was com-
memorated with a ceremony at the Ericsson Monu-
ment in Battery Park – an event cosponsored by the 
Greenpoint Museum of Brooklyn; The Creativity 
Contest was held at the John Ericsson Jr. High 
School, Brooklyn; John Ericsson’s arrival in US was 
commemorated on November 30, with a John Erics-
son Roundtable, an innovative program so well re-
ceived that the participants suggested that the Society 
continue to offer such programs. 

In addition to the customary program there were 
special events: Vice-President Ruth Bird organized a 
trip to Washington, D.C. on June 2, for a visit to the 
new House of Sweden of the Swedish Embassy and 
ceremonies at the John Ericsson Memorial; JESNY 
participated in an historic event, May 8, 2007 - the 
welcome of the Transatlantic 21 Association’s ship 
sun21 at North Cove Marina, NYC. Sun21 is the 
first ship to cross the Atlantic Ocean on solar power 
alone. JESNY was invited to participate because of 
the relevance of John Ericsson’s 19th century work to 
this 21st century event. 

 
/Leif G. Brisfjord, President 

 John Ericsson Society, New York 
 

John Ericsson Society begins its 
Second Century 

 
Annual Meeting, February 1, 2008 
The Second Century of the Society has had an 
auspicious opening: For the Annual Meeting, Olle 
Wästberg, Director-General of the Swedish Institute, 
Stockholm and former Consul General in New York, 
sent greetings and contributed a book “Swedish Gen-
ius” (“Svenska Uppfinnare”) by Petter Karlsson and 
Johan Erseus;  Kjell-Åke Dahlberg, President, John 
Ericsson Sällskapet, Sweden, sent greetings; The 
Stockholm Association of the “Royal Jämtland 
Ranger Regiment” (Föreningen Fältjägare i Stock-
holm), the regiment in which Captain John Ericsson, 
Kjell Lagerstrom, President Emeritus, and Leif Bris-
fjord, current President, received military training, 
sent best wishes and expressed interest in continuing 
contact; The author and the illustrator of a book in-
cluded last November in the Literature Roundtable 
wrote expressing interest in continued contact; Many 
congratulatory messages were received. 
 
Last year an Action Plan for the continued growth of 
JESNY was developed. Attention was given to com-
munication matters. The Website development con-
tinued, it is now available in many languages. The 
practice of sending frequent reports and newsletters 
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by post or E-mail to members and friends increased 
and will continue. Now, at the beginning of its Sec-
ond Century JESNY, returned to the Action Plan 
with a focus on program development.  
 
Before beginning a planning session, however, the 
members paused to acknowledge the participation 
of friends and partners: 

·  They thanked the host of many years, The 
Church of Sweden, New York,  and its Pas-
tor, JESNY Chaplain, the Reverend Ib 
Pihlblad for gracious support and coopera-
tion. 

·  They remembered well wishers and partners 
everywhere for their participation. 

·  Finally, JESNY, is a not-for-profit organiza-
tion whose members, all volunteers, organ-
ize its programs and manage its business af-
fairs – so they, the members, thanked each 
other and themselves for their contributions 
and collective effort toward achieving the 
objectives of the Society of honoring and 
perpetuating the memory of Captain John 
Ericsson. 

 
 

Open House, March 28, 2008 
 

 
USS Baltimore 

 
The John Ericsson Society, New York celebrated 

the beginning of its Second Century with an Open 
House held at the Church of Sweden, 5 East 48th 
Street, New York NY 10017 on Friday March 28, 
2008 at 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 

 

Three items were on display: 
·  Copper plate for printing a page for news-

paper Nordstjernan in 1962 – an illustration 
for the Centennial of the Battle at Hampton 
Roads. 

·  Bust of John Ericsson. 
·  Photograph of USS Baltimore, the ship, 

newly commissioned, that transferred the 
remains of John Ericsson from the United 
States to Sweden in 1890. The framed pho-
tograph from the Monitor Center of the 
Mariner’s Museum is a gift to JESNY from 
member William T. Sewing. 

 

 
Library in Church of Sweden 
 

The Meeting opened with a Prayer by Chaplain, Ib 
Pihlblad, and Welcome by President Leif G. Bris-
fjord. The format provided for informal discussion. 
Ships in historical perspective, transition from wood 
to ironclad in the 19th century were discussed as well 
as the items on display. David F. White, JESNY 
member and author of many related works contrib-
uted much to the discussion.  

 
His most recent article “A Feast of American 

Maritime History” , published in the March 10, 
2008 issue of Shipping Digest, is a review of an en-
cyclopedic work, The Way of the Ship: America’s 
Maritime History envisioned, 1600 – 2000. “Here 
are the great clipper ships, Flying Cloud, Sea Witch; 
here are the clanking, mechanical wonders of John 
Ericsson’s USS Monitor and other Civil War iron-
clads…” 
http://www.shippingdigest.com/news/article.asp?sid=4848 
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David F. White 

 
 

The book was commissioned by the American 
Maritime History Project which is located at the US 
Merchant Marine Academy, Kings Point, N.Y. 
 
http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-
0470136006.html 
 

 
The Rev. Ib Pihlblad, Dolores Swanson, Inez Brisfjord and 
Jon Marks 

 
 
 

Mariners Museum, April 2008 
 
USS MONITOR CENTER HONORED 

 

 
Leif G. Brisfjord rings the USS Monitor’s Ship’s Bell 

The USS Monitor Center, inaugurated March 9, 
2007, received the 20th Annual Excellence in Exhibi-
tion Award of the American Association of Museums 
(AAM.). This is one of the museum world’s highest 
honors. The exhibition, IRONCLAD REVOLU-
TION, was selected for the award on the basis of its 
blend of technology and the display of artifacts un-
covered from the Monitor wreck site as well as the 
provision for visitors to watch conservation in action 
in the state-of-the-art Conservation Complex. 

 
Stages in process of preservation described for 
visitors: 

 

 
Preservation at the Monitor Center 
 

 
Preservation at the Monitor Center 
 
 
Items from Display: 
 

 
]Model of the Steam Engine of USS Monitor 
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The Red Lantern from USS Monitor 

 
The USS Monitor sank off Cape Hatteras while 

under tow in rough weather on December 31, 1862. 
On the night the Monitor went down, the captain 
raised this red lantern as a final distress signal. The 
last object seen by the Monitor’s crew was to be-
come, in 1977, the first object recovered from the 
wreck site. The restored red lantern is now on display 
in the Monitor Center of the Mariner’s Museum. 

 
 
 
 
 

Fort Monroe, April 10, 2008 
 
Fort Monroe was built between 1819 and 1834, 

but the history of fortifications on the site goes back 
much further. As early as 1608, Captain John Smith 
recognized the importance of building a fort at Point 
Comfort, as the English called this land. Throughout 
the colonial period, fortifications were built at this 
site, but none lasted very long. 

 
When the United States entered the War of 1812 

against Great Britain, the young nation found that its 
old system of defense was inadequate to protect its 
coasts and port cities. A new system of costal de-
fenses was built of which the first and largest was 
Fort Monroe. Fort Monroe’s original mission was to 
protect the entrance to Hampton Roads and the sev-
eral port cities that had access to its waters. During 
the Civil War, it was reinforced so that it would not 
fall to Confederate forces.  

 

The Monitor – Merrimack naval encounter at 
Hampton Roads was a critical incident. The news of 
the outcome was eagerly awaited in Washington, 
D.C. “How was it conveyed?” - These were early 
years of telegraph. The more we learned about com-
munications technology in mid-19th century America 
more interested we became in “how they sent the 
good news from Hampton Roads to the White 
House”. Visits to the Monitor Center indicated the 
importance of Fort Monroe. Thus followed the visit 
on April 10, 2008 by Inez and Leif Brisfjord. 
 

 
Old Point Comfort Light 

 
 

 
 

The Lighthouse built in 1802 
is the oldest standing structure of 
Fort Monroe.  

 
It remains an active navi-

gational aid, the property of 
the U.S. Coast Guard. 

During the War of 1912, 
the tower was used as a 
lookout by a British Invasion 
force while they attacked 
Washington. The adjacent 
house was the lightkeepers’ 
quarters until the light was 
automated in 1873 when the 
house became Army prop-
erty. 

 

 
The Lincoln Gun 
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Fort Monroe Museum - an Exhibit 
 
 

American Swedish Historical Mu-
seum, Philadelphia, PA. April 19, 
2008 

 
As a special Second Century event, JESNY Vice 

President Ruth Bird organized a visit to the Ameri-
can Swedish Historical Museum (ASHM) of Phila-
delphia, PA. April 19, 2008, 11:30 am. Tracey Beck, 
Executive Director extended welcome and Margare-
tha Talerman, Curator Emeritus, gave a lecture and 
led the Tour and the informal discussion which fol-
lowed. 

 

 
Margaretha Talerman 

 

JESNY thanks Tracey Beck and the Museum staff 
for the warm welcome, and especially Margaretha 
Talerman for opening less familiar doors to an Erics-
son learning experience. As always, to Ruth Bird, 
many thanks for dependably flawless arrangements. 

 
Historical Notes 

In the second decade of the 20th century Swedish 
Americans began looking for a suitable way to com-
memorate the tercentenary of the Swedish arrival on 
the Delaware shores in 1638. By 1926 a Swedish-
American Sesquicentennial Association had been 
formed, with headquarters in Chicago and Amandus 
Johnson, born in Sweden and reared in USA, as its 
president. A national campaign was organized to 
erect a Swedish Museum. On June 2, 1926, Sweden's 
Crown Prince (Later King Gustav VI Adolf) placed 
the Museum's cornerstone.  

 
There were 16 exhibition rooms, each dedicated 

to a field of activity in which, "the Swedes of this 
country have been prominent.” One of the first gal-
leries to be finished was the John Ericsson Room 
(dedicated on June 5, 1932). 

 
ASHM's formal public dedication took place on 

June 28, 1938, the second day of the tercentenary 
celebrations. Today, the Museum has 12 permanent 
galleries displaying a broad collection combining 
history and culture. There is also a research library 
with a collection focusing on the history of the 17th  
century New Sweden Colony, the 19th century Swed-
ish immigration to the United States, Swedish tradi-
tions and areas directly related to the Museum’s col-
lections. The latter includes a significant collection 
of John Ericsson papers. 

 
 

The John Ericsson display includes: 
 

 
Models made by John Ericsson 
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Långban, where John Ericsson was born 
 

 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION 
by John Ericsson (original edition) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creativity Contest, June 12, 2008 
On June 12, 2008 the John Ericsson Society pre-

sented its CREATIVITY CONTEST awards to the 
students of the John Ericsson School, JHS 126, 
Brooklyn. It has become a tradition for the Society to 
sponsor the annual Contest.  There were three project 
categories Writing, Models and Drawings.  The 
awards were $50.00 First Place and $10.00 Honor-
able Mention.  All winning students received an 
Award Rosette. 

The week prior to the awards ceremony the con-
test entries were displayed and the judging took place 
at the Church of Sweden, Manhattan, where there is a 
John Ericsson Room. 

The Contest Judges, all members of The Society 
were: 

Elfi Alvin  and Mary Nordlund ; Janice Lau-
letta-Weinmann, Vice President of the Society and 
President of The Greenpoint Monitor Museum; and 
George J. Weinmann, member of the Society and 
Vice President of The Greenpoint Monitor Museum. 

 
Elfi Alvin and George Weinmann 

 

 
Elfi Alvin, Mary Nordlund and George Weinmann 

 

 
Elfi Alvin, Janice Weinmann and Mary Nordlund 
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Awards Ceremony: 

Ann Kandratino, a teacher of English at JHS 126, 
introduced the John Ericsson Society members, 
thanked the Society for sponsoring the Creativity 
Contest and gave a history of the USS Monitor.  

George J. Weinmann, member of the Society and 
graduate of JHS 126, conducted the Ceremony.  He 
spoke about JHS 126’s namesake, John Ericsson, a 
Swedish-American engineer.  He stressed the impor-
tance of classwork, including science and mathemat-
ics, for the students’ future.   

Brian Andersson, Commissioner of Records of 
the City of New York, spoke about the importance of 
immigrants to this country like John Ericsson who 
was a Swedish immigrant.   

After greetings from the speakers, Janice Lau-
letta-Weinmann began the presentation of awards. 
She announced the names of the winners and invited 
them to the stage. She complimented the students for 
their outstanding work and emphasized the difficulty 
the judges had in selecting the winners. Irene Kle-
mentowicz, member of the Society and a Vice Presi-
dent of The Greenpoint Monitor Museum, assisted in 
the presentation of awards.   

The event concluded with thunderous applause 
from the audience.   

 
Brian Andersson, Irene Klementowicz, Ann Kandratino, 
Janice Weinmann and George Weinmann 

 

 
Students at the John Ericsson School, Brooklyn 

 

 
Brian Andersson, Irene Klementowicz, Contest Winner, 
George Weinmann and Janice Weinmann 
 

 
Contestants with George Weinmann and Janice Weinmann 

 

Thank you to JHS 126 - John Ericsson School, 
and its teachers for welcoming the John Ericsson 
Society every year.  Special thanks to Ann Kan-
dratino for coordinating this special event at the 
school. 

Janice & George Weinmann 
Vice President and Life Members o JESNY 
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July 31, 2008 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Important Memorial Events 
 
·  March 9th, Monitor Day - Annual Celebration. 
·  July 31st, John Ericsson's Birthday - Celebra-

tion at the John Ericsson Statue in Battery Park, 
New York. 

·  November 23rd, John Ericsson's arrival in 
the US - Celebration. 

Membership 
 

The John Ericsson Society, New York offers 
members the privilege of participating in the use of 
21st Century technology and methods to gather and 
provide access to evidence of the achievements of 
Captain John Ericsson, thus preserving for future 
generations an accurate record of his historic contri-
butions and promoting the advancement of engineer-
ing science. 

 
Membership Dues  
 

Payment for annual membership is due January 
31st each year. Kindly send payment ($20/year or 
$200/one-time life membership). 

 
Make your check to ”John Ericsson Society” and 

mail to John Ericsson Society Treasurer: 
 

Mr. Jon Marks 
Cushman & Wakefield 
333 Thornall Street, Suite 1A 
Edison, NJ 08837, USA 
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Comments and suggestions for the Newsletter are 

welcome. 
 

Alexandra Svernlöv, Newsletter Editor 
duckinternational@telia.com 


