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The year 2007 has held some notable events
recent John Ericsson history. The Maritime Mu-
seum in Virginia opened the $30M Monitor Center
making it the most costly naval exhibit in US his-
tory and perhaps the world. What does that sa
about John Ericsson and his creation, the Monitor
There may be many people who wonder what Johp
Ericsson’s contribution was and nearly as many
who studied his life and realize how remarkable &
person he was.

o<

It has also been a season of mourning for the
loss of two long-time members of the Society: Vice
President George C. Simpson, and former Vice

President Sten Sture Nordin. Please take a moment

to reflect upon them.

Member Bertil Lindberg was elected Secretary
at the Annual Meeting, January 31, and member
Jon Marks fills the Treasurer Post, succeeding
Ellen Lavagnino.

Leif Brisfjord, in his first year, has established
himself as a resourceful, competent president of
the John Ericsson Society, New York. He has
expanded the program and initiated a planning
process. Just look at the design and construcfion ¢
the Society's websitéttp://www.johnericsson.org
and Virtual Library. It reflects his commitment to
the John Ericsson cause. His contributions includ
his original photographs and research, and
arrangements for multilanguage access to the
content in twelve languages. All together these
bring the website to new heights.
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In this issue, read about traditional celebra
tions, new events, new publications and new con
tacts. Note especially: July 31, 2007 was pro
claimed John Ericsson Day in New York State and
New York City. For more information including
pictures see the website:
http://www.johnericsson.org

Alexandra Svernlov
Newsletter Editor

John Ericsson Society Centennial

The group, which later became the John Erics-
son Society, was formed on March 31, 1894 when
the American Society of Swedish Engineers organ-
ized a special committee called the John Ericsson
Memorial Association. The purpose was to honor
and celebrate the newly erected statue of John
Ericsson in Battery Park, New York City. In 1905,
the Association participated in the parade celebrat
ing the completion of the second John Ericsson
statue which replaced the first. It was completed
for the centennial celebration of John Ericsson’s
birth. In 1907, the Association became an inde-
pendent society, initially called Captain John
Ericsson Memorial of Swedish Engineers, later re-
named the John Ericsson Society and incorporated
under the laws of New York State in 1934.

In celebration of the centennial of the John
Ericsson Society, the Swedish Consul General and
Mrs. Ulf Hjertonsson invited representatives of the
Society to a dinner on March 29, 2007 at their-resi
dence. In his welcoming remarks, the Consul Gen-
eral stressed the importance of the Society in pre-
serving the memory of John Ericsson in the US as
well as in Sweden. Brian G. Andersson, New York
City, Commissioner of Records, read the Mayor’'s
Proclamation of July 31 as John Ericsson Day.

Leif Brisfjord, President of the Society, gave a
review of the Society’'s activities. He announced
that Kjell Lagerstrom had been elected an Honor-
ary Member in recognition of his long tenure (26
years) as member and President, and his significant
work for the Society.

Among the dinner guests were long-time mem-
bers, Erik Torngvist, former president of the
American Society of Swedish Engineers, and his
wife Linnea; Spanton C Ashdown, former Lt.
Commander representing the US Navy; Dolores
Swanson whose daughter Alexandra is the Soci-
ety’'s Newsletter Editor; Janice and George Wein-
mann representing the Greenpoint Monitor Mu-
seum in Brooklyn; and Julius J. Eingoren, holder
of membership seniority as member since 1949.
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The Monitor Center opened at
Mariner's Museum in Newport
News, VA, March 9, 2007

Should you find yourself travelling along Vir-
ginia Atlantic coast of USA, it would be more than
worth while to visit the Monitor Center at the
Mariner's Museum. Anyone reading this Newslet-
ter would be delighted. Not only are John Ericsso
and theUSS Monitorwell displayed but also facts
and artefacts about the Civil War at sea from both
sides of the conflict. There is even a stirringnfil
illustrating the famous battle between the Monitor|
and the Merrimac.

The Society was well represented by members
at the Opening Festivities: Bill Sewing and his fa-
mily, Janice and George Weinmann, Inez and Lei
Brisfiord, among others. The program included
formal lectures and brief talks, tours and strislls
doors and out — stimulating discussion, good food
warm fellowship.

Plaque Presented to the Monitor Center

The John Ericsson Society, New York and Johr
Ericsson Sallskapet, Sweden presented a conp-
memorative plaque to the Center at the Opening. It
was designed by Alexandra Svernlov, Leif Bris-
fiord and Kjell Lagerstrém, and made by AB Spor-
rong, Stockholm, Sweden, 2007.
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Bill Sewing, member of John Ericsson Society,
New York at the Monitor Museum in Newport
News, VA

children

Swedish-American family,
from 1 to 13 years on thédJSS Monitorreplica

ranging

The Museum has something for everyone. The
family was welcomed by one of the Museum do-
cents, Vince Scott, then took part in a sailors
“Scavenger Hunt” created by Anna Holloway, cu-
rator at the Museum. (You put on a Monitor
sailor’'s cap and receive replicas of an id of d rea
sailor and a bag of exhibits which you must then
locate somewhere in the museum.)

For an inside view of the full-scale model of
the USS Monitorat the Mariner's Museum in New-
port News, VA. seéttp://www.monitorcenter.org/
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Olav Thulesius Book Published

Member Olav Thulesius has published a book
entitted The Man Who Made the Monitor. A Biog-
raphy of John Ericsson, Naval Engineer.

The book tells the life story of John Ericsson
who was born 1803 and moved to New York 1839
It details a number of Ericsson’s inventions inelud
ing a steam-powered fire engine, the first screw
propelled warship, a variety of “hot-air engines,”
and early experiments in solar power.

The main focus is Ericsson’s design and con
struction of the ironclad USSlonitor, ane of the
first viable armored warships, ttdonitor revolu-
tionized naval warfare the world over. The ship’s
battle with the CSSVirginia (the Merrimac) at
Hampton Roads, VA and its eventual fate off the
coast of Cape Hatteras are covered. Ericsson’s r¢
lationships with contemporaries such as Alfred
Nobel and recent developments concerning the re
covery of the wreck of th&lonitor also are exam-
ined.

John Ericsson Society, New York
hailed the first Ocean crossing of
a solar boat

sun2l arrives in New York City on Hudson
River with New Jersey in the background

“The time is ripe for the broad use of solar
technology in navigation”. This was demonstrated
by the journey of the solar boat "sun21" from
Basel to Chipiona, Spain to New York, which
thereby became the first entirely solar-powered
boat to cross the Atlantic. This historic event wag
especially significant for the Society. John Erics-
son spent the last thirty years of his life in eesé
on solar energy and the design of solar engines.

The Welcome Ceremonies for sun21 were held
at North Cove Marina in Manhattan on May 8,
2007 at 3:00PM. The marina is within walking dis-
tance of John Ericsson's home in 36 Beach Stre¢t

3

Newsletter

No. 1

on the roof of which he constructed an observatory
for his solar energy research; and also of Battery
Park in which stands his memorial statue.

After the formal speeches of welcome the crew
conversed informally with the guests and received
small groups aboard the deck of sun21.

Members of John Ericsson Society, New York
were present - Inez and Leif Brisfjord, Olov Jo-
hannesson, Janice and George Weinmann. The So-
ciety presented to the crew a Swedish ship's flag
and copies of a commemorative brochure espe-
cially designed for the occasion.

At 6:30 PM, following the welcome festivities
for sun21 at North Cove Marina, transatlantic21,
the Swiss association that developed the solar, boat
celebrated the historic ocean crossing and launched
the World Clean Energy Awards with a Gala Event
at Broad Street Ballroom.

The World Clean Energy Awards program was
developed to honor and encourage applications of
clean energy. The first winners were announced on
June 15, 2007 in Basel, Switzerland.

In celebration of sun21, Rolex Watch USA
hosted a reception and lecture at the Explorers
Club, New York on Thursday, May 10. Martin G.
Vosseler (Environmentalist) and Beat von Scarpa-
tetti, (Historian) gave a formal lecture on the won
ders and challenges of the journey.

News from USNS John Ericsson
By Captain Robert T. Wiley, JESNY member

USNS John Ericsson (T-AO 194) won a fiscal
year 2006 Secretary of the Navy Environmental
Quality Award.

The 678-foot ship, currently operating out of
Pearl Harbor and crewed by 81 civil service mari-
ners and a military detachment of 23 sailors, was
cited for its crew’s work in preventing pollution;
ensuring readiness in responding to environmental
issues; conserving resources; and complying with
environmental regulations.

The Secretary of the Navy Environmental
awards program recognizes Navy and Marine
Corps individuals, teams, ships and installations
for exceptional environmental stewardship.

In ALNAV Message 029/07, released March
30, Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Installa-
tions and Environment B.J. Penn extended his per-
sonal congratulations to the winners. “We are ex-
tremely pleased to be recognized for our environ-
mental efforts,” (Capt. Robert T. Wiley).
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Memorial Celebration in
Washington D.C. June 2, 2007

A big surprise - Maricia Taylor Seifert joined
the Celebration. (Fourth from the left.)
She is great-granddaughter of Samuel W.
Taylor who was the Personal Secretary of John
Ericsson for more than 30 years.

As a special Centennial Anniversary Event
members of the John Ericsson Society, New York
joined members and friends in Washington, D.C
for a John Ericsson Memorial Celebration on Sat
urday June 2, 2007. The group assembled at th
new Swedish Embassy - House of Sweden for
tour then proceeded to to the John Ericsson Memg
rial, located in the National Mall and Memorial

Parks for a ceremony and placement of a wreath.

The program was organized by Vice Presiden
Ruth Bird who resides in the Washington D.C. areg

Maricia Taylor Seifert joined the Celebration.
She is great-granddaughter of Samuel W. Taylor|
who was the Personal Secretary of John Ericsso
for 36 years. She has become a member of the S
ciety. We look forward to her participation.

Creativity Contest, June 11, 2007

By Janice Lauletta-Weinmann and George
Weinmann

It has become a tradition of the Society to
sponsor a Creativity Contest at JHS 126 - the Joh
Ericsson School in Brooklyn, NY.

On June 11, 2007 the John Ericsson Societ
presented its CREATIVITY CONTEST awards to
the students of JHS 126.

There were 8 winning students, three Award
Winners and one Honorable Mention in both an
Artwork Category and a Writing Category. The six
Award Winners received a $50.00 check and a ro
sette. The two Honorable Mention Winners re-
ceived a rosette.

John Ericsson Society
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Ann Kandratino, a teacher of JHS 126, intro-
duced the John Ericsson Society members to the
students, thanked the Society for sponsoring the
Creativity Contest and presented a history of the
USS Monitor.

George Weinmann a graduate of JHS 126
spoke on behalf of the John Ericsson Society. He
showed his T-shirt from his schooldays at JHS
126. Mr. Weinmann is a member of the John
Ericsson Society and a Vice President of The
Greenpoint Monitor Museum.

Brian Anderson, Commissioner of Records of
the City of New York, spoke about the importance
of immigrants to this country like John Ericsson
who was a Swedish immigrant. Irene Klemen-
towicz, a society member and a Vice President of
The Greenpoint Monitor Museum, noted that her
family members were Polish immigrants. She ex-
tended greetings from The Greenpoint Monitor
Museum.

After greetings from the speakers Janice Lau-
letta-Weinmann, Vice President of the John Erics-
son Society and President of The Greenpoint
Monitor Museum, announced the names of the
winners inviting the students to the stage. Mary
Nordlund, a society member, participated in the
presentation of awards.

The Society thanks JHS 126 - John Ericsson
School teachers Ann Kandratino, Amy Fournier
and Pat Jones for their assistance with the Creativ
ity Contest.

Celebration of John Ericsson’s
Birthday in New York City

The John Ericsson Society, New York and the
Greenpoint Monitor Museum held a memorial
celebration and placed a wreath at John Ericsson
Statue in Battery Park, Lower Manhattan, NYC on
Tuesday, July 31, 2007 at 6:00 PM. This is an an-
nual outdoor event for which reservations are not
required. New Yorkers and visitors were invited to
join in celebrating the birthday of John Ericsson.

Governor Eliot Spitzer and Mayor Michael
Bloomberg proclaimed July 31 John Ericsson Day
in New York State and New York City. The proc-
lamations were presented during the ceremony.
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The National Inventors Hall of

Fame in Akron, Ohio

National Inventors Hall of Fame in Akron, Ohio

The National Inventors Hall of Fame Founda-
tion was organized in 1973 with the goal of making
national heroes of the men and women whose life'

work has changed the world. The first year Thomas

Alva Edison was the sole inductee. John Ericsso
was inducted into the National Inventors Hall of
Fame in 1993 for Propelling Steam Vessels, Pate
No. 588. "Ericsson's most enduring invention was
the screw propeller, which is still the main forfn o
marine propulsion.”

Inez and Leif Brisfjord, John Ericsson Society,
New York visited The National Inventors Hall of
Fame, in Akron, Ohio on August 3, 2007.
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Oswego/Erie Canal Solar Cruise
The Society Congratulates the Family Monte
Gisborne

The Loon, Solar-assisted Boat

From August 12th to 24th, 2007, history was
made when th&oon made its American debut, the
first solar-powered watercraft to navigate the New
York State canal system, traveling from Oswego to
the state capital of Albany. The Gisbornes, as they
explored this storied waterway, cruising at a relax
ing pace covered the 200+ miles through historic
upstate New York State without burning a drop of
oil. Many stops were made along the way and the
public was invited to see th@onen route and see
the future of recreational boating.

John Ericsson Society, New York congratu-
lated the family Monte Gisborne for its historic
tour of the Eire and Oswego Canals in August
2007 aboardhe Loon the world’s first commer-
cially-available solar/electrical recreational vass
and sent a bouquet of three wishes:

- That the canal tour and the information meet-
ings along the way will increase public aware-
ness of the availability and benefits of clean,
quiet boating — recreation with minimal distur-
bance to landscape and wildlife;

- That the Loonwill usher in an era of recrea-
tional exploration and enjoyment of the inland
waterways and less accessible areas of the con-
tinent;

- That the family Gisborne (and others) will en-
joy many trips and happy adventures abdhed
Loon(s)

From Oswego to the state capital of Albany
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George Charles Simpson
In Memoriam, 1926 — 2007

Pictures from the Creativiy Contest, including

George Simpson, taken by Kjell Lagerstrém,

President Emeritus, John Ericsson Society, New
York.

George C. Simpson, Vice-president of John
Ericsson Society, New York, died on May 2, 2007
after a long illness. A Memorial Service was held
at Grace Lutheran Church, Yorktown Heights,
New York on June 30.

The son of Anna and George Simpson, Georg
was born in Brooklyn, NY on January 11, 1926.
After serving in the US Army Air Corps, 1944-46,
he attended Augustana College, Rock Island Illi

nois where he met and married Ingrid (Johnson)

Simpson (d. 1994). He returned to New York in
1960, soon settled in Yorktown Heights, NY where
he resided for 43 years.

George earned degrees from Columbia Univer
sity, NY. He was a dedicated educator and taugh
at many levels — from fifth grade to college. He
was successively a school principal, administrator
assistant school superintendent. His dedication t

education was evident in his profession and in his

volunteer service: He served on the school boar
for eight years; He was mentor to a host of Scandi
navian summer internship students; As Vice-
president of the John Ericsson Society, New York
for many years he organized the Creativity Contes
for students of Ericsson Junior High School,
Brooklyn NY, an annual event sponsored by theg
Society.

George was well known for his enthusiastic
participation in many groups and organizations in
the Swedish — American community. With quiet
competence and pleasant manner he gave liberal
of his time and talent. He received numerous
awards including théAward of Merit from The
Swedish Council of America, Sweden Diian of
the Year in 2001, and therder of the North

John Ericsson Society
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George Simpson was a lifelong member of the
Lutheran Church, active, engaged — participating in
events, serving on committees.

George Charles Simpson is survived by three
children ( George, Jr. of Yorktown Heights, NY;
Karin Oehlwein of Morris. IL; and Lisa Wilke of
Mahopac, NY.), two grandchildren (Jenny and
Andy Oehlwein of Morris, IL), sons-in law (Lon
Oehlwein and Keith Wilke), cousins, and a wide
circle of friends, neighbors, colleagues.

Important Memorial Events

March 9th, Monitor Day - Annual Dinner.
July 31st, John Ericsson's Birthday - Cele-
bration at the John Ericsson Statue in Battery
Park, New York.

November 23rd John Ericsson's arrival in

the US- Celebration.

Membership Dues

Kindly send payment ($20/year or $200/one-
time life membership).

Please make your check out to”John Ericsson
Society” and mail toJohn Ericsson Society
Treasurer:

Mr. Jon Marks

Cushman & Wakefield

333 Thornall Street, Suite 1A
Edison, NJ 08837, USA
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Comments and suggestions for the next

Newsletter are welcome.

Alexandra Svernldv, Newsletter Editor
duckinternational@telia.com



